
Katie School of Insurance 

and Financial Services



INSURANCE

COMPANIES

ORGANIZATIONS Others

• AIG

• ALLSTATE

• CHUBB

• COUNTRY FINANCIAL

• DASCO INSURANCE

• ENCOMPASS INSURANCE

• G.B.G. INSURANCE

• MARSH

• NATIONWIDE

• STATE FARM

• TRAVELERS

• WILLIS

• ZURICH NORTH AMERICA

• BOTTOM LINE

• BY THE HAND CLUB FOR KIDS

• CHICAGO LIGHTS

• CHICAGO SCHOLARS

• COLLEGE BOUND OPPORTUNITIES

• COMMON GROUND FOUNDATION

• EVANSTON SCHOLARS

• GENESYS WORKS CHICAGO

• HOWARD AREA

COMMUNITY CENTER

• ILLINOIS TECH

GLOBAL LEADERS PROGRAM

• INROADS

• LAUNCH U

• YOUTH GUIDANCE

• COLLEGE GREENLIGHT

• HAROLD WASHINGTON
COLLEGE

• INVEST

High Schools
• BENET ACADEMY

• CHICAGO HOPE ACADEMY

• GLENBROOK SOUTH

• ITW DAVID SPEER ACADEMY

• JONES COLLEGE PREP

• LANE TECH HIGH SCHOOL

• MUCHIN COLLEGE PREP

• NOBLE STREET COLLEGE PREP

• PRITZKER COLLEGE PREP

• THORNTON TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL

• UIC COLLEGE PREP

• URBAN PREP ACADEMY – BRONZVILLE



INSURANCE COMPANIES COLLEGES

• CAREER INFORMATION?
– (WHAT SKILLS AND EDUCATION NEEDED FOR DIFFERENT

JOBS)

– SALARY EXPECTATIONS

• FOUNDATION GRANTS?

• INTERNSHIPS?

• MENTORS?

• CLASSROOM SPEAKERS?

• ADMISSIONS REQS?

• FINANCIAL AID

• WHAT SCHOLARSHIPS DO YOU HAVE

FOR STUDENTS PURSUING

INSURANCE CAREERS?

• WHAT INDUSTRY INTERACTION DO

YOU HAVE?
– (INTERNSHIPS, JOBS, MENTORS, 

CLASSROOM PRESENTATIONS)

• PROGRAMS FOR HIGH SCHOOL

STUDENTS

• HOW DO YOU DEVELOP SKILLS

BEYOND CLASSROOM? 

• ANY CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS?

• WHAT PLACEMENT RATES?

What Questions Should You Ask?



Value of a Degree from Illinois State

#5 Illinois State University (70.6%) 

#11 Michigan State University (71.2%) 

#21 Indiana University (71.9%)

#29 University of Iowa (80.7%) 



Value of a Degree from Illinois State

Illinois State University is rated as one of 
“The 25 Colleges That Add the Most Value” 
by Money magazine. 

Money rankings are based on value-added 
grades for graduation rates, earnings, and 
student loan repayment, eliminating schools 
with a negative grade in any of those areas or a 
graduation rate below 50%



Insurance carriers and related activities

Construction

Transportation and warehousing

Information

Accommodation and food services

Agriculture, forestry, fishing, hunting

Mining

27,476

21,337

21,956

21,092

17,418

5,493

1,897

4.2%

3.3%

3.4%

3.3%

3.0%

0.8%

0.3%

Source: 2012 Bureau of Economic Analysis, State GOP

Illinois Gross Domestic Product 
by Industry

$ Millions % GDP



Losses Paid By Illinois Insurers
As Percentage Of U.S. Payments 
By Insurance Sector

ILLINOIS

P & C Insurance

(20.9% of U.S. Total)

Life Insurance
(2.6% of U.S. Total)

Health Insurance
(4.9% of U.S. Total)



Total Full-Time and Part-Time Direct Employment in Insurance
Private NonFarm Employment: Insurance Carriers 
and Related Activities (Number of Jobs)

United States

2,937,500

ILLINOIS

141,076

Wisconsin
80,970

Missouri
63,768

Indiana
59,326

Iowa
54,416

Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis: http://www.bea.gov/regional/index.htm



Insurance Occupations $78,633 $50,840

Claims Adjusters Examiners and
Investigators (131031) $59,770 $60,160

Personal Financial Advisors
(132052) $82,240 $78,340

Insurance Underwriters (132053) $70,530 $67,700

Insurance Sales Agents (413021) $65,210 $63,220

Securities Commodities and
Financial Services Sales Agents
(413031) $105,640 $87,610

Insurance Claims and Policy
Processing Clerks (439041) $38,770 $36,850

Actuaries 15-2011 $89,910 $103,150

Source: SOC code: Classification code –
See http://www.bls.gov/soc/home.htmStandard Occupational 

Comparison 
of 2010 Wages for 

Insurance Occupations 
in Illinois Compared 
to National Average

And all workers

Median All Illinois workers  $35,260.

Median
Illinois 

Median
U. S.  



You may know But did you know? 
ActuaryCivil Engineer



Claims AdjustersCustomer Service Rep

You may know But did you know? 



You may know But did you know? 
Auditor Insurance Underwriter



You may know But did you know? 
Personal Financial PlannerTechnical Sales



Insurance AgentSales Representative





– 250 students (125 RMI graduates annually 
(3rd largest in nation)

– 150 actuarial science students
– 55% Insurance AND Finance Majors
– More than 50 students awarded merit-

based scholarships. Ave. $3600
– Graduates work at every major carrier, 

broker, and reinsurer and in nearly every 
function

Student Profile



Gamma Iota Sigma
Student Activities

•REBEX Conference

•CPCU Mentorship Program

•RIMS Conference

•Golf outing and group lessons

•Toastmasters

•Industry Speakers

•Community Service events



This one-week program is 
designed especially for above 
average African-American, 
Hispanic and Native American 
high school students who 
excel in mathematics, enjoy 
learning, and like to solve 
complicated problems. 

Midwest High School Scholars 
Actuarial Academy



This program helps to explain 
what actuaries do, where they 
work, what they have in 
common and if an actuarial 
career might be a good choice. 
Students will meet and talk to 
actuaries, observe them at 
work, and learn how to become 
an actuary. 

Midwest High School Scholars 
Actuarial Academy



Illinois State University 
invites top high school 
students interested in 
business to compete in a 
week-long challenge held 
at the Katie School of 
Insurance.  Twenty seniors 
competed in the 2005 
Redbird RM Challenge. 

Redbird Risk 
Management Challenge



The high school students 
assume the roles of senior risk 
management professionals and 
are asked to guide their 
corporation through a mine field 
of potential disasters. Student 
teams compete against one 
another in developing the best 
risk management strategies.

Redbird Risk 
Management Challenge



Student Development
1. Support student-industry interactions

• Compete for “conference scholarships”

• Support international internships with employer 
companies

2. Support for student interactions with local 
community 
• Two programs where RMI and Actuarial students 

teach insurance and careers to HS students
• Leadership students conduct Risk Management 

Consulting for local non-profits
3.   Support student research competitions

• Won student research award for use of social media 
by insurance agents in 2012



Student Development
Support student research 
competitions

• Won student research award 
for use of social media by 
insurance agents in 2012

Research on Insurance Issues. 
Current Projects:
• Drones 
• Cyber risks
• Renewable energy (Especially 

Wind)
• Medical marijuana
• Satellite Images to Predict Crop 

Losses



Student Industry Presentaters



www.katieschool.org

Director
James.jones@Ilstu.edu


